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A-10C
WARTHOG

PART 1 2INTRODUCTION

The FairchildRepublicA-10C Thunderbolt |l is a singleseat, twin
turbofan engine,straight wing jet aircraft developedby Fairchild
Republicfor the United StatesAir Force (USAF)It is commonly
referredto by the nicknames'Warthog" or "Hog", althoughthe A-
10's official name comesfrom the RepublicP-47 Thunderbolt,
a World War 1l fighter-bomber effective at attacking ground
targets The A-10 was designedfor close air support (CAS)of
friendly groundtroops, attackingarmoredvehiclesand tanks,and
providing quickaction support againstenemy ground forces It
entered servicein 1976 and is the only productionbuilt aircraft
that hasservedin the USARhat was designedsolelyfor CASIts
secondarymissionis to provide forward air controller t airborne
support, by directing other aircraft in attackson ground targets
Aircraftusedprimarilyin thisrole are designatedOA:-10.

The A-10 wasintendedto improve on the performanceof the A-1
Skyraiderand its lesserfirepower. The A-10 was designedaround
the 30 mm GAUS8 Avenger rotary cannon Its airframe was
designedfor durability, with measuressuch as 1,200 pounds of
titanium armor to protect the cockpit and aircraft systems,
enablingit to absorba significantamountof damageand continue
flying. Its short takeoff and landing capability permits operation
from airstrips close to the front lines, and its simple design
enablesmaintenancewith minimal facilities The A-10 servedin
the Gulf War (Operation Desert Storm), the American led
intervention against Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, where the A-10
distinguisheditself. The A-10 also participated in other conflicts
such as in Grenada, the Balkans, Afghanistan, Iraq, and
againstislamicStatein the Middle East
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